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For most musicians accustomed to
playing clubs, concert halls and
television shows around the world,
it might seem strange to be the
headine band of  food festival
Butfor Chi2—a pair of electric vi-
olinists who have toured with acts

‘playingat Harbourfront’s Dim Sum
Chinese festival tonight feels just
right

Chiz is a band where East meets

g Liew, the duo
combines modern pop music ele-
ments with Eqstern melodies to
create s dynamicsound barn out of
the culturalintersection.

“Ourbackground us BECs (British
Born Chinese) s definitely influ-
enced our music?” says Sarah, who
shares with her sister the Chinese
name of Chi (which means “pre-
cious stone”) — hence, the band
name Chiz. “T think i’ an expres-
sionofour roots grovingupin mul-
ticultural London:

“Its what comesout naturally and
has evolved over the years,” adds
Liz

Their parents moved from Singi-
pore to England in the 1970, Their
mother was a music teacher and
their father was an avid violinist
and trumpeter, and both encou
aged their daughters to pursue mu-
sic. Both sisters are classically
trained inwestern instruments like
the viofin, but also learned to pl
traditional Chinese instruments
like the liugin (Chinese mandolin)
and the erhu (Chinese fiddle). After
studying music at different schools
in the UK. and Asia, the sisters
came together about seven years
ago and began experimenting with
electronics and developed their
unique sound.

‘They performed in underground
clubs and caught the attention of
bigname artists. Chart-topping
dance-rock mogul Moby recruited
them into hisband for the live tours
of his two biggest-selling albums
Play (1999) and 18 (2002). Playing
electric violin on hits Iike “Porce-
lnin” and “Natural Blues,” the Liow
sisters toak the stage al stadiums
around the world,

‘Thiy also played with Canadian
Furtado for a London
performunce on MTV when she
firstcracked the charts with her hit
“T'm Like A Bird"

Asmuch as they enjoy working as

Sarah Chi Shang Liew, left, and her sister Liz Chi Yen Liew are Chi2. They play ¢

backing musicians, Sarah says it
doesn't compare to the experience
of shaweasing their own material
“Performingas Chi2 s completely
different and we love the total ore-
ative freedom and challenges that
brings," Sarah says

"We've put together o varied sel
for our show,” Liz stys. “Ttwill bea
melting pot of style and influences
and improvisations on olectric and
Chineseviolins and mandolin, with
& plethora of weird noises, a sprin
Kling of effects, voeals; and hassh
percussion with eleetronicbeats;
Their performance at Harbour-
iront will also include speciall
commissioned visuals from thei
Iatest endeavour: a 90-minute
modern Beljing opera that's been
fouryearsin the making

L heir most ambitious

project to date. Based on # clissic
Chinese fibleabout a mankey king,
this electronie opera wil feature
Chi2 providing a traditional Chi
nese operw-inspired soundtrack to
visual works by a team of interna

tionalartists: ‘
“We'te really excited about the
music. .. we've got lots .

instruments, exotic perc

the tabla (Indian drums),

gongs, and T'm even playing the

pipeorgan”

“The sisters have been busy finish-

ing their studio recordings for the
i

project in time for its London pre-
miere this October. The plan is to
tour the opera in the UK. in 2008,
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There's more to do at the Dim Sum
Chinese Festival than munch on
shrimp dumplings and spring rols

A varisty of dancers, visual
antists, musicians and martiol
artists will be celebrating Chinese
culture at the various stages of
Harbourfrant Centre, Here's a look
t some of this weekend's
highlights:

o Peking Opera Showcase
(Today, 3p.m. Brigantine

Room): A are oppartunity to
experience the colourful

pageantry of raditional Chinese

opers led by renowned opera g
master 81 Gu Yun.

@ Team Ryouko Extreme
Performance (Today,
Ann Tindal Lawn): This
callective of veteran martial
artists, breakdancers and stunt
perfarmers push the limits of the
human body with their frenetic
shows,

0 pm.,

+Raging Asian Women Talke
Drumming (Today, @ pm.,
Toronto Star Stage): This group
of East-and South-Asian women
cambines thythm and movement
ina powerful display of
ensemble drumming

‘= Chinese Brush Painting
Workshop (Tomorrow, 2 p.m.,
Classroom 1): Try your hand at
PHOTOGRAPHYBY ERICRICHMOND i< method of painting that
ster Liz Chi Yen Liew are Chi2. They play the Harbourfront Centre today. originated more than 5,000
yedrs ago.
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